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An Archeological Artistic Study of a Group of Unpublished
Wooden Pulpits

In al-Gharbiya Governorate
(In the Light of Challenges, Dangers, and Documentation)
Dr. Mahmoud Saad Al-Gendy*
Abstract

This paper attempts an archeological artistic descriptive
and comparative study of a group of unpublished wooden pulpits
in al-Gharbiya Governorate. These pulpits, being published for
the first time, go back to the same period restricted to the first
quarter of the 14" century AH.

Chronologically, these pulpits are the niche of Ahmed Bey
Asherif Mosque in the village of Ibyar, Kafrezayyat (1304
AH/1886 AC), al-Metwalli Mosque in Abo Sir, Sammanud
(1304 AH/1886 AC), Sidi Nasr in the village of Qorashiyah,
Santah (1306 AH/1888 AC), the Qibli Mosque in the village of
Akwat al-Hisah, Kafrezayyat (1308 AH/1890 AC), the Big
Mosque in the village of Mit Yazid, Santah (1309 AH/1891 AC),
and al-Hirmil Mosque in the village of Mahalat Marhum, Tanta
(1328 AH/1910 AC).

Thus, the pulpits are restricted in one geographical area in the
Governorate of al-Gharbiya, more accurately, in the villages of
al-Gharbiya Governorate. The study follows the development of
one of the most important applied Islamic arts, i.e.,
manufacturing wooden pulpits in a limited period, to shed light
on a missing link in the field. It, hence, scrutinizes the exchanged
influences among Cairo, provinces, cities, countryside, and
villages, for you may find in the village what you cannot in the
city.

* Asst. Professor of Islamic Archaeology Faculty of Arts - Port Said University
mselgendy@yahoo.com
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The study handles the development of the wooden pulpits as
regards design, general structure of the pulpit and its

components, and decoration elements which decorate the parts of
the minaret. Such elements are geometrical as well as industrial.

In addition to this archeological studying of such antiques, the
paper has registered the dangers and challenges facing the
unlisted pulpits in archeology, especially these antiques are so
portable that they can be moved from one place to another and
wronged against due to ignorance of their values.

The paper has also suggested solutions for these problems and
recommended that the antiques must be documented and listed as
monuments to be kept.

Key words:

Applied Arts— Movable Antiqgues — wooden pulpits —
construction - Decorative elements - Industrial methods — styles —
public awareness.
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